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Net Migration in Nebraska: 
Trends in the Working-Age Population 
William 5 cheideler 
1." ]ln order to improve understanding of Nebraska's migra-I hion patterns, BBR developed a set of net migration ~1"liestimates, byageand county, from 1970through 1996. 
The preliminary results and some of the more notable 
migration trends for the state's working-age population 
(i.e., residents ages 20- 64) are discussed here. 
Overall Trends 
.. Overall, in the early 1990s the working-age residents 
migrating into Nebraska outnumbered those migrating 
out of the state. As a result, Nebraska attained a 1.2 
percent rate of positive net migration, reversing the 
negative net migration trend over the past two de-
cades for the state's working-age population (Table 
1 ). 
.. Generally, the state's nonmetro counties experienced 
strong negative net migration among the working-age 
population over the past two decades (Table 2). Dur-
ing the 5-year period from 1991 to 1996, Nebraska's 
87 nonmetro counties experienced a positive net 
migration total of 1,153 persons while the 6 metro 
counties attracted positive net migration of 9,731 
persons. 
.. The state's most rural counties1 experienced higher 
rates of negative net migration than others. In particu-
lar, since 1985 remote2 nonmetro counties have 
experienced the highest levels of negative net migra-
tion (Figure 1). 
Net migration is the difference between 
those migrating into an area and 
those migrating out of an area over a 
give~ time period. 
Net migration is calculated by 
subtractingnaturalpopukltion 
change (births minus deaths) f.rom 
total population change. 
The net migration rate is calculated by 
dividing net migration by the 
population at the end of a given time 
period. 
For example, a positive net migration 
rate of 5 percent for the 1990-1995 
period indicates that the net 
migration that occu.t.ted over the 
period represents 5 percent of the 
1995 population estimate . 
' Most rural counties are defined as counties with fewer than 2,500 town/city 
residents as of the 1990 Census. 
2 Most rural counties not physically adjacent to a metro county are defined 
as remote. 
Table 1 
Nebraska Net Migration by Age and Region 
1991-1 996 
Ages Overon 
Region' Measure 0-19 20-64 65· Average 
Central Rate2 2.5 -0.4 0.3 0.6 
Estimate 1,640 ... 21 97 1,315 
Linooln MSA Rate 7.8 1.5 -0.8 3.0 
Estimate 5,062 2,110 -208 6,963 
Mid Plains Rate 2.1 2.3 -1.1 1.6 
Estimate 700 1,362 -223 1,839 
Northeast Rate 0.1 O.g 0.3 0.6 
Estimate 102 1,163 121 1,386 
Omaha MSA Rate 0.5 2.0 .... 2 o.g 
Estimate 917 7 ,089 -2,547 5,459 
Panhandle Rate 4.1 -1 .4 .... 0 -0.1 
Estimate 1,164 ..... -592 -113 
Southeast Rate 3.2 0.3 2.3 1.5 
Estimate 1,443 267 740 2,451 
Nebraska Rate 2.2 1.2 -1 .1 1.2 
Estimate 11 ,028 10,884 -2,612 19,300 
' Regions are defined as in the Nebraska Quarterly Business Conditions SUfII9y and are 
illustrated in Figure 2. 
Table 2 
Net Migration by Age for Metro and Nonmelro Nabraska Counties 
1970-1996 
Ages 0..19 Ages 20-64 Ages 65 & Older Total 
Time Period Area' Estimate Rale2 Estimate Rate Estimate Rate Estimate Rate 
1970-1975 Metro 3,867 1.5 8,460 2.2 -1 ,310 -2.0 11 ,017 1.5 
Nonmetro 2,750 1.0 -7,318 -1 .8 2,933 2.3 -1,635 -0.2 
1975-1980 Metro -5,281 -2.2 -10,854 -2.6 -139 -0.2 -16,274 -2.2 
Nonmetro 87 0.0 -7,430 -1 .7 1,229 o.g -6,113 -0.7 
1980-1985 Metro 1,290 0.6 -7,432 -1.7 89 0.1 -6,053 -0.8 
Nonmetro -8,680 -3.5 -31 ,913 -7.3 1,119 0.8 -39,474 .... 8 
1985-1990 ...... 3,979 1.7 -8,603 -1 .8 -836 -1 .0 -5,460 -0.7 
Nonmetro -3,860 -1 .6 -38,459 -9.3 -3,191 -2.3 -45,511 -5.8 
1990-1995 Metro 5,405 2.2 7,429 1.5 -2 ,148 -2.5 10,687 1.3 
Nonmetro 4,968 2.1 ... 91 -0.1 812 0.6 5,289 0.7 
1991-1996 Metro 6, 114 2.4 9,731 1.9 -2,693 -3. 1 13,152 1.6 
Nonmetro 4,914 2.1 1,153 0.3 81 0.1 6 ,148 0.8 
'Metro counties include Cass, Dakota, Douglas, Lancaster, Sarpy, and Washington Counties. The other 87 counties in Nebraska 
are nonmeuo. 
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• Metro Counties 
o Nonmetro Urban Pop. >20,000 
m Nonmetro Urban Pop. 2,500 - 19,999, Adj. to Metro 
4 
o Nonmetro Urban Pop. 2,500 - 19,999, Not Adj. to Metro 
o Nonmetro <2,500 Urban Residents, Adj. to Metro 
E:3 Nonmetro <2,500 Urban Residents, Not Adj. to Metro 
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Regional Trends 
The fastest positive net migration rate for the work-
ing-age population occurred in the Mid Plains region (Figure 
2). The 2.3 percent net migration rate over the 1991-1996 
period for the Mid Plains region topped the Omaha metro 
region's 2 percent rate (Table 1). 
_>3% 
_ 1.5-2.9% 
mWliilffl 0.1 - 1.49% 
_nw .. n -3.9 _ 0% 
<-4% 
Business in Nebraska (BIN) 
The Omaha metro region gained the majority of 
working-age residents migrating into Nebraska over the pe-
riod-7,089 net migrants out ofthe statewide total of 10,884. 
Although the data do not indicate the origins of these inmigrants, 
prior studies show that most migration flows occur between 
neighboring counties and states. (For more information, see 
"The Origins and Destinations of Nebraska Migrants," Busi-
ness in Nebraska, October 1998.) 
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Although the Omaha MSA region experienced strong 
positive net migration among its working-age population, the 
region consistently experienced strong negative net migra-
tion among the age groups over age 45 and strong positive 
net migration among the younger age groups. The effect was 
particularly strong in Sarpy County but was also evident in 
Douglas County. To a large extent, this probably reflects 
retirements and transfers among the military personnel asso-
ciated with Offutt Air Force Base in Sarpy County. 
While the Lincoln metro's 3 percent overall net migra-
tion rate was the strongest among regions, much of that 
increase reflects the 29 percent net migration rate among the 
15-19 year age group. This probably was the result of positive 
net migration by 19-year olds attending one of Lincoln's 
postsecondary educational institutions. 
The Panhandle and Central regions experienced 
negative net migration among the working-age population. 
Interestingly, the Panhandle region also lost an estimated -4 
percent of its population over age 65, contributing to its -0.1 
percent overall net migration rate (Table 1). 
Overall, the Southeast region surpassed the state's 
average migration rate, butwhilethe region attracted children 
and the elderly from 1991 to 1996, it registered only a rate of 
0.3 percent net migration among the working-age population. 
Age Group Trends 
Students and New Workers (Ages 20-24) 
The most remote non metro counties experienced 
the highest rates of negative net migration for this age group 
and-in nearly every case-the only counties avoiding nega-
tive net migration in this age group offered higher education 
opportunities for a relatively large number of students. In 
contrast, the metro counties-except Cass and Washing-
ton-have experienced positive net migration since 1990. 
Negative net migration for the 20-24 year age group 
peaked in the late 1980s for the most remote non metro 
counties as high school graduates left for postsecondary 
education or employment. However, negative net migration 
3 Net migration rates lower than -100 percent are possible since the 
calculation divides the population at the end of the period by the net 
migration estimated over the 5-year period. 
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during the early 1990s remained strong, surpassing the levels 
of negative net migration experienced in the 1970s and early 
1980s. Negative net migration increased from -40 percent in 
the 1970s, to -62 percent in the early 1980s, then to -117 
percenP in the late 1980s. The net migration rate forthe most 
remote nonmetro counties remained at -84 percent for this 
age group, from the 1991-1996 period. 
Reflecting the presence of the University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln, Lancaster County experienced 32 percent 
net migration in this age group during the 1991-1996 period. 
The difference between those moving into the county and 
those moving out over the 5-year period represents nearly a 
third of the 1996 population estimate. 
Since 1985, this age group's movement into the 
Omaha metro area has been modest. However, it has grown 
rapidly from 3.4 percent net migration during the 1987-1992 
period to 10.9 percent for the 1991-1996 period. 
Young Workers (Ages 25-39) 
Generally, counties experiencing a strong negative 
net migration in the 20-24 year age group received offsetting 
positive net migration in the 25-29 year age group. For 
example, as of 1996, 84 percent of 20-24 year olds in remote 
non metro counties migrated out over the previous 5 years, 
compared to a net migration rate of20 percentforthose ages 
25-29 years. 
Again, reflecting the influence of the college-age 
population, this trend has not applied to Lancaster County. 
Apparently, the county receives inmigrating students in the 
20-24 age group and, upon reaching the 25-29 age group, 
these students have completed educational programs and 
migrated out of the county for employment. 
Middle-Aged Workers (Ages 40-54) 
During the 1991-1996 period, the net migration rate 
for middle-aged workers was 0.7 percent in metro areas and 
from 3 to 5 percent in the state's non metro counties. 
Since 1988, non metro counties adjacent to metro 
counties experienced higher rates of net migration than 
remote non metro counties. 
Business in Nebraska (BIN) 
Older Workers (Ages 55-64) 
Since 1986, the positive net migration ofotder work-
ers has been very strong, except in metro counties. The 
negative net migration of older workers from Nebraska's 
metro areas has been a consistent fact since 1970. But, from 
1991 to 1996, the rate of negative net migration among older 
workers has slowed. 
The migration of olderwor\<:ers to the state's non metro 
counties has been quite strong since 1990, ranging from 5 to 
9 percent. 
Nonmetro counties adjacent to metro counties were 
much more attractive to olderworkers than remote nonrnetro 
counties. For example, the remote group of most rural 
counties achieved a 5 percent rate of net migration from 1991 
to 1996, comparedtoa 9.2 percent net migration rateforthose 
adjacent to a metro area. 
To obtain county-level estimates of net migra· 
tion forthe working-age population, go to BBR's website: 
www.bbr,unl.edu 
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Net Taxable Retail Sales· for Nebraska Cities I$OOOJ 
YTO% YTO% 
June 1999 YTO Change vs June 1999 YTO Change vs 
(fOOO) (SOOO) Yr. Ago (SOOO) (SOOO) Yr. Ago 
AinsworItt. Brown 2,062 10,189 -3.4 .............. 15' 1,567 -7.7 
AIlOn. Boone 2,SS1 10,645 1.6 KmbaI, Kinbal 1.959 10,05lI 8.5 
Alliance, Bo.1 Butte 6,367 ~.070 .,. La Visla. Sarpy '.688 52,964 88 
AhIa, Haran 893 3,9U -1.2 
""rei. ""'" 47. 2,105 .. Arapahoe, Furnas 873 4,379 • .3 ~""'''''''''" 7.'" 41 ,029 -1.5 ~ ... w ...... 216 1,162 5.8 . . """" 221,056 1.205,486 7.6 
A . Custer 293 1,499 -7.8 LouisvIe, tass 736 3.363 ·19.0 
AshIarll, Saunders 1.594 6,631 " .0 loup C~ Sherman 
"" 
3.764 2.2 
Atknson, Holt 1.264 5,187 -2.2 ~"".- 5" 2.622 2.' A~Nemaha 2,662 14,016 ~.6 ... '.'" 2.2 A~. HamiIDl 2.750 15,340 ~.6 Mr;Coot, Red Wb 12,635 65.665 1.6 
AJtel, Kecmey 80 381 -10.6 Miford, Seward 857 5,293 1.8 
Bassett. Roell 862 2,751 6.' I.IMlalare, Scotts 8kJII 17' 82' -10.5 
Battle Creek. Madison 665 3,697 26 Mn;Ien, Kea 2,19(1 10,646 6.6 
Bayafd, MorriI 521 2,548 ~2 ....... ...:;:'!'" 743 4,328 -' .3 
"",... ~ 11 ,326 62,020 1.2 Motrf, Scotts Skiff 558 2,787 ~. Beaverc~mas 136 733 ~ .• Nebtaska City, Otoe 7,188 36,697 ~ .5 
........ 22,310 "4,100 6.7 Neligh, Antelope 1,544 8,102 ,' .8 
Benkelman. u~ 704 3,312 -3.0 Newman Grove, Madison 285 1.680 -1 .3 Ben ' ton, Doug 693 3,363 31.0 Norfolk. Madison 31 ,357 170,114 2.' B~ ':Washington 7,170 38,819 1.7 NOI1tl Bend, Dodge 622 2,989 ~.3 
BloomfUl, Knox 745 3,557 ~.O North Plane, Lincoln 26,075 133,424 6.5 
Blue HiS, Webster '99 2,667 •. , O'Neil, Hon 4,795 24,548 0.5 
Bfi:lgepOlt. I.brriI 1,301 6,487 1.5 Oa~land, Burt 840 4,210 6.6 
Broken Bow, CLlSter 3,926 21,582 -3.9 Ogallala, Keij! 7.008 32,483 37 
BuJWeI, Garfield 1.035 '.m -2.5 Omalla, Douglas 524,491 2,821 ,156 5.' Gara, Hal 312 1.565 -16.4 om. ':,",l 2,174 11 ,332 ~.3 CentJalC~ 2.094 10,598 3.0 """"'. oIk 8" 4,247 ~.7 ChildJOl'l, 5,115 26,876 5.1 Oshkosh, Garden 536 2,618 -1 .5 
C"'~. "'"" 565 2,749 5.' Osrrond, Piette 601 2,499 3., Cia , CoItax 654 2.558 3.6 Odord, Furnas '88 2.'" 10.3 
Clay Center, Clay 374 2,146 7.1 P,_ . !::,,:! 8,272 42,928 121 
Cct.ntIus, Platte 23,325 119,088 1.5 Pawnee City, awnee 310 1,949 
" C=od. """'" 3,291 17,947 2.5 Pender, Tt.nmn .. '.336 12.9 
""""'. 0- 846 2.'" 2.' Pien:e, Piette 721 3,713 
_1 .4 
C . hton. KIm 1.217 7.029 
'" 
PIaiMew, Pierce 675 3,774 ~8 C~, Sah ' .080 20,399 13.4 PlatlSmOUlfl, (;ass 3,812 20,110 •• CrDfrln, Krox 541 2.350 58 Pooca, Dixon 53<J 2.830 • . 1 
Curtis, Frontier 371 2.084 ~.5 Ralston, Douglas 3.357 18,453 -2.2 
DaWia Cry, Dakota ... 2,531 5.' ~, Cedar 517 2,423 -7.0 
""" C'I' '""" 1,57.( 8,640 7.7 ........ ...... 811 ',260 _7.7 
""""'. -
275 1.668 -11.3 Red CbJd, Webslei' 810 3.979 -1.5 
-.~ '" 1.394 -1.8 RushvIe, Sheri;lan 581 3.080 -2.0 . 1,101 6.093 -23.0 Satgenl CUSIoer 315 1,175 5.5 Eagle, Cass 749 2.234 ~.3 ~~~Burr 2,199 10,5« -7.1 E~nlelope 515 2,371 -5.8 23,117 121 ,358 3.' ~tn en!et. ~kl 3588 . H,419 11.9 Saibnef, Dodge 553 2,345 -12.3 '4.(6 2,357 30.1 Seward, Seward ' .656 27,190 11 
E_. "",~ 602 2,628 3.3 Shelly, Pol .41 2,02.( 12.8 
Faibury, .Ie 3.599 19,649 8.5 Shelb:ln, BuIfab 685 3,769 • . 0 
Fairmonl Fihom 159 887 ' .2 Sidney, CheyeMe ' .250 ,(3,811 11,0 
Falls City, Ricllardson 3,040 15,098 ' .2 South Sioux. City, Dakota 8.485 46,701 0.8 
Frank~n , FrarWjn 699 3,320 -2.3 Sm"'·· ".:\7 64' 2,922 24.3 Frerronl ~e 24,487 131 ,537 10.3 S Paul, How 1.377 7,087 -1.3 
Friend, Saline 509 2,859 6.7 Slankln, Stanton 670 3,523 -1.4 
Fulerton, Nance 523 3.004 ~5 Stromsbu~, PoI~ 1,224 4.970 -1.7 
Geneva, Fillmore 1,842 9,739 ~8 S=, udwDs 1,941 '.338 ~.2 
Genoa, Nance 312 1,71 5 -2.6 5 rland, U1ct*l ' 07 2,097 75 
Gering, SallIS Bklff 4,427 21,841 6.8 S""",C"clu. 884 4,821 • . 2 GibbotI, Buffab 854 4,813 1.0 S"""" 1.291 6.672 4.7 ~n 2,173 9.941 2.' Tecumseh, JoImson 1,002 5,312 7.7 
. 0...00 2,793 13,818 7.' Tekamah, Burt 1,322 6.626 ••  Grand Island, Hal 53,552 292,211 0.8 TtIen, Madison ' 82 2,501 1.5 
Grant. PeMcs 1,207 5.986 1.8 Ub 5ewMI 317 1,815 6.0 
G_.~ 3.694 16,916 ~., valelili"le, Cherry 5,168 23,657 • .3 
HartiwJton, r 1.735 9,228 ~.2 Valey, Douglas 1,744 6.003 -5,4 
Hasttgs, Adams 22.332 120,489 ,. Wahoo, SaIRler.i 2.536 13,052 •• H~~~ Sheri;lan 371 1.985 5.' Wakeliek:l, ObIon 32' 1,841 ~.5  .T 1,974 10,795 -2.7 W_""" 339 1.820 0.3 
Herderson, otk 621 3,497 ' .0 W!IYerIy, Lancaster 633 4,149 -13.0 
Hiclman, Lancaster 308 1 .... 2.' wayne.w= 3.794 21 ,275 16.6 
Holdrege, Phe~ 5,103 25,701 -1 ,1 w~ ater, Cass 923 3,911 ~.7 
~~~ 381 2,085 2.6 W POinI. Curilg 4.025 21 ,262 ~ .• 559 3,010 ' .5 Willer, sme 
"" 
2.795 8.5 
H~Pl'" 870 4,070 • . 5 Waner, Cu"*'9 74' 3.426 3.0 Imperial, hase 2,232 11.926 -2.0 Wood River, Hal m 2,321 -7.2 
Jl.I"Iiata, Adam! 205 1.258 5.' - .Gogo .58 2.473 6.1 
Keamey, BuIIab 34,544 188,738 61 YOIt, Yor1I; 10,843 58,691 0.6 
' Does not include motor vehicle sales. Molar vehicle net taxable retail sales are reported by county only. 
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Net Taxable Retail Sales for Nebraska Counties ($OOOJ 
Motor Vehicle Sales Other Sales Motor Vehicle Sales Other Sales 
June YTD June YTD June YTD June YTD 
1999 YTD % Chg. vs 1999 YTD % Chg. vs 1999 YTD % Chg. vs 1999 YTD % Chg. vs 
($000) ($000) Yr. Ago ($000) ($000) Yr. Ago ($000) ($000) Yr. Ago ($000) ($000) Yr. Ago 
Nebraska 247,395 1,257,637 6.7 1,515,784 8,1 30,477 4.7 Howard 912 4,956 6.1 1,849 9,183 0.2 
Adams 4,383 23,343 18.6 23,047 125,333 2.6 Jefferson 1,118 6,201 -6.4 4,631 25,306 7.0 
Antelope 1,015 5,743 -8.5 2,714 12,969 -1 .7 Johnson 476 3,606 3.2 1,397 7,324 6.5 
Arthur 107 474 15.3 76 (0) (0) Keamey 1,120 5,743 -1 .4 2,433 11,822 5.4 
Banner 71 488 -29.1 (0) (0) (0) Keith 1,649 8,289 325 7,901 35,704 4.0 
Blaine 45 455 -3.8 96 (0) (0) Keya Paha 153 681 -2.6 149 610 21.3 
Boone 929 4,601 -12.0 3,223 13,512 0.5 Kimball 617 3,156 24.2 2,003 10,266 7.5 
Box Butte 1,639 9,189 -2.6 6,686 35,748 -2.7 Knox 1,124 6,264 1.7 3,420 16,664 5.0 
Boyd 234 1,426 -3.5 729 3,257 3.2 Lancaster 34,063 166,158 120 223,910 1,219,951 7.5 
Brown 401 2,738 13.7 2,274 10,705 -3.1 Lincoln 5,484 27,127 14.8 27,213 139,023 6.4 
Buffalo 5,738 29,981 4.7 37,880 206,135 5.8 Logan . 125 721 -14.3 144 (0) (0) 
Burt 1,039 6,054 0.8 2,946 14,563 4.9 I Loup 54 479 -10.5 (0) (0) (0) Butler 1,238 7,023 14.1 2,058 11 ,323 3.5 McPherson 60 344 -10.9 (0) (0) (0) 
Cass 4,111 22,320 13.9 8,209 38,185 3.7 ,: Madison 4,943 25,299 3.1 33,706 182,919 2.3 
Cedar 1,356 7,501 4.2 3,102 15,419 -3.3 i: Menick 1,109 6,414 8.4 2,857 14,007 2.9 
Chase 601 4,019 7.1 2,699 13,982 -19 Morrill 843 4,267 22.8 1,840 9,209 0.5 
Cherry 855 4,870 -9.5 5,463 24,880 4.0 Nance 506 2,798 -2.2 909 4,885 -2.2 
Cheyenne 1,556 7,875 15.3 9,664 45,512 11.0 
; 
Nemaha 1,125 5,810 3.0 2,925 15,424 -1.4 
Clay 1,010 6,055 1.0 2,357 12,645 0.6 Nuckolls 668 3,821 11.9 2,641 12,773 1.3 
Colfax 1,317 7,170 2.4 3,355 15,380 -5.6 Otoe 2,069 11 ,680 1.2 9,042 45,938 0.7 
Cuming 1,492 7,352 -2.5 5,481 27,942 -2.7 Pawnee 368 2,167 -11 .8 547 3,077 6.1 
Custer 1,322 8,495 -4.0 5,221 27,462 -3.2 Perkins 569 3,811 21.1 1,540 7,303 2.6 
Oakota 3,185 14,939 20.4 9,687 52,992 0.9 i Phelps 1,508 8,187 2.0 5,464 27,292 -1.5 Oawes 1,251 5,144 7.5 5,971 29,892 4.8 Pierce 1,167 5,640 0.0 2,129 10,493 0.6 
Oawson 3,232 16,799 -6.8 14,218 75,073 1.1 Platte 5,788 25,946 6.1 24,827 126,570 1.2 
Oeuel 282 1,558 -11.6 1,227 6,042 7.0 Polk 799 4,973 0.6 2,627 12,212 0.9 
Oixon 868 4,735 -3.9 983 5,268 -7.8 Red Willow 1,888 8,724 10.2 13,103 67,655 1.5 
Oodge 4,797 25,555 7.9 26,744 .142,063 9.2 Richardson 1,181 6,061 -1 .3 3,813 19,311 3.4 
Oouglas 66,315 325,875 7.4 536,212 2,873,667 5.8 : Rock 291 1,378 -11.9 892 2,852 7.9 Oundy 264 2,114 8.6 727 3,400 -4.3 Saline 1,563 9,551 5.3 5,626 28,454 11.2 
Fillmore 787 5,091 -10.2 2,653 14,490 -4.8 
• 
Sarpy '19,500 93,220 10.8 46,754 239,243 8.5 
Franklin 495 2,684 -1.1 994 4,797 -1.6 Saunders 3,106 16,462 5.5 6,774 32,792 -1.1 
Frontier 352 2,430 -6.9 816 3,936 -0.2 Scotts Bluff 4,755 23,741 -0.4 29,148 151 ,590 3.5 
Fumas 985 4,014 -9.1 2,363 12,850 -1.3 : Seward 2,559 12,849 5.4 6,095 35,784 1.3 
Gage 2,855 15,702 -3.2 12,777 68,840 1.1 SheMdan 823 4,287 -12.8 3,430 16,717 2.5 
Garden 401 1,666 -13.8 799 3,616 1.5 ! Shennan 405 2,407 -2.1 932 4,461 2.1 
Garfield 243 1,368 11.5 1,035 4,219 -2.5 
• 
Sioux 417 1,428 -14.9 162 689 -10.1 
Gasper 354 2,064 7.2 665 2,962 4.2 · Stanton 846 4,613 -0.3 812 4,585 3.3 
Grant 289 958 13.8 351 1,291 -5.1 Thayer 719 4,717 -4.5 2,913 15,464 -3.7 
Greeley 302 2,066 -8.4 811 3,745 -1 .8 Thomas 187 704 21.8 322 1,484 -10.7 
Hall 7,777 39,152 7.0 55,836 304,039 0.0 Thurston 367 2,816 -1.7 1,059 5,155 11.6 
Hamition 1,621 8,236 17.7 3,124 17,368 -2.4 Valley 767 3,291 5.5 2,416 12,589 0.1 
Harlan 572 3,282 17.1 1,282 5,167 0.7 Washington 3,640 18,228 12.4 7,829 42,631 1.8 
Hayes 211 1,020 4.2 82 (0) (0) Wayne 1,200 6,249 2.1 4,037 22,208 16.2 
Hitchcock 423 2,357 1.2 807 3,433 2.0 Webster 518 2,473 -5.5 1,489 7,278 -3.2 
Holt 1,758 8,910 -7.8 7,009 34,148 -0.9 Wheeler 132 687 -35.7 94 492 -16.6 
Hooker 190 737 3.7 596 1,525 -2.9 ! York 1,938 11 ,057 0.9 12,007 64,637 0.0 
*Totals may not add due to rounding 
(D) Denotes disclosure suppression 
Source: Nebraska Department of Revenue 
Note on Net Taxable Retail Sales 
Users of this series should be aware that taxable retail sales are not generated exclusively by traditional outlets such as 
clothing, discount, and hardware stores. While businesses classified as retail trade firms account for, on average, slightly 
more than half of total taxable sales, sizable portions of taxable sales are generated by service establishments, electric and 
gas utilities, wholesalers, telephone and cable companies, and manufacturers. 
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Note to Readers 
The charts on pages 8 and 9 report nonfarm employment by place 
of worle for each region. 
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"Current month data are preliminary and subject to revision 
Note: All 1999 monthly employment data 8/tI considered estimates until 
benchrnarlfed in March o( 2000. Da/a shown for 1999 BrfJ the most 
current revised estimates available. Final benchmarlfed monthly data for 
1999 are axpected /0 be mleaS8d by the Nebraska Depef1men/ of Labor 
in mid-2000. 
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June 1999 Regional Retail Sales 1$0001 
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"Regional values may 001 add to stale total due to unallocated sales 
$aural: __ ~oIR--.. 
State Nonfarm Wage & Salarv 
Emplovment bv Industrv· 
Total 
Construction & Mining 
Manufacturing 
Durables 
Nondurables 
TeU'" 
Trade 
Wholesale 
Retail 
FIRP' 
Services 
Government 
JUly 1999 
881 ,972 
46,081 
118,222 
57,377 
60,845 
59,401 
212,976 
57,023 
155,953 
59,440 
239,486 
146,366 
"By place of work 
"Transportation, Communication, and utilities 
" ' Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate 
Source: -..... 0epa/1rnenI oIYbor . ....... MarII;", 1nI<>fIN100n 
No te: All 1999 monthly empk>yment and labor fOlC6 data atU considered 
estimatos until benchmar1fed in March of 2000. Data shown for 1999 are 
the most current revised estimates available. Final benchmarlfed monthly 
data frx 1999 8ff1 al(pected to be released by the Nebraska Department of 
Labor in mid-2000. 
Oaobt ,. 1999 
.0 
SlIUI CIIY lsa 
<J ( L--.,,;'~;;... 3 -I'j 
148,209 
3.1 10, ImlblMSA 
.... .. 
692,571 
6.3 
Ulcllnlsa 
«<J 
I 
257,974 
• . 0 
Consumer Price Index 
Consumer Price Index · U· 
(1982·84" 100) 
(not seasonally adjusted) 
% Change 
vs 
YTD% 
Change 
vs Yr. Ago August 
1999 Yr. Ago (inflation rate) 
All Items 
Commodities 
Services 
167.1 
144.5 
189,9 
'U " All urban consumers 
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Employment 
Unemployment Rate 
'By place of residence 
JUly 1999 
953,314 
927,015 
2 .• 
So!.roI' NoCtMIoto~oI~. ~~ ~ 
BNli"m i" Ntbrullr.lI (BIN) 
I 
County of Ihr 1\<1 011111 
- ~ 1A - 1 
\-I Garli 
Burwell-CouOb Seat K. 
N,xl C Ull . ' "f."" 
-
license plate prefix number: 83 
Size of county: 570 square miles, ranks 62"" 
in the state 
Population: 2,039 in 1998, a change of--4.8 percent from 1990 
Per capita personal income: $15,969 in 1997, ranks 78" in the state 
Net taxable retail sales ($000): $12,384 in 1998, a change of 5.8 percent from 1997; $5,590 from 
January through June of 1999, a change of 0.6 percent from the same period the previous year. 
Number of worksites' : 109 in 1997 
Unemployment rate : 2.8 percent in Garfield County, 2.7 percent in Nebraska for 1998 
1IIIIIIII 
II1II caar 
Nonfarm employment (1998),: 875,352 689 
(wage & salary) 
Construction and Mining 
Manufacturing 
(percent of total) 
Agriculture: 
TCU 
Wholesale Trade 
Retail Trade 
FIRE 
Services 
Govemment 
4.8 
13.6 
6.4 
6.2 
18.0 
6.6 
27.2 
17.2 
Numberoffarms: 206 in 1997, 228 in 1992, 248 in 1987 
Average farm size: 1,495 acres in 1997, 1,483 acres in 1992 
4.9 
10.9 
2.3 
10.9 
21 .8 
3.0 
22.2 
23.9 
Marketvalue oftarm products sold: $28.9 million in 1997 ($140,121 average per farm) 
532.9 million in 1992 ($144,181 average per farm) 
'Wofks~es refers to business activity covered under the Nebraska Employment Security law. Information presented has 
been extracted from the Employe(s Quarterly Contribution Report, Nebraska FOnTI UI-11 . For further details about covered 
rorksites. see the Nebraska Employers Guide to Unemployment Insurance. 
By place of work 
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NewsfromtheCensusBureau 
Customized Business Profiles Available on New Census 
Bureau Compact Discs 
The Census Bureau recently released the first in a series 
CD-ROMs from the 1997 Economic Census that allow users to 
prepare customized business-activity profiles for individual geo-
graphic areas or industries. The 1997 Economic Census, Volume 
1, NAICS (North American Industry Classification System) Report, 
CD-ROM Series, is part of a two-volume subscription series that is 
available for $200. 
Volume 1 contains data on selected manufacturing, mining 
and service industries ranging from physicians' offices to tortilla 
manufacturing in selected states, counties, places and metro 
areas. The three-disk Volume 2 set, scheduled for release in 2000, 
will include Economic Census data for minority- and women-owned 
businesses. 
Volume 1 provides four data items for each selected 
industry: number of establishments, number of employees, annual 
payroll and output (I.e., shipments, sales, receipts and revenues). 
It comes with Windows TM software that enables users to view, 
print, extract, sort and perform simple calculations (such as 
determining wages per employee) on the data sets they choose. 
The software also allows users to prepare simple, customized 
business profiles. 
Contact the Census Bureau's Customer Services Branch, 
phone( 301) 457-4100, for ordering information. 
Universit y of Nebraska-lincoln-Dr. James C. Moeser. ChllnrtllIJT 
College of Business Adminislfil lion -Cynthia H. Mill igan , Dtlln 
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